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Justice Center Prosecutors Raise Awareness in Effort to 
Level the Playing Field for Vulnerable Crime Victims 

During Crime Victims Week 

NYS Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs’ special prosecutors 
recently fanned out across the state to show support for victims of crimes and raise public 
awareness about the Office of the Special Prosecutor/Inspector General’s work to bring 
justice to vulnerable victims. The events were part of New York’s commemoration of 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  

“Although we have a very experienced and robust criminal investigation and prosecution 
organization at the Justice Center,” said Special Prosecutor/Inspector General Patricia E. 
Gunning, “we want to make every effort to foster a greater understanding about crimes 
committed against vulnerable New Yorkers, and how the Justice Center uses it legal 
authority to investigate and prosecute these cases and provide assistance to local district 
attorneys.” 

Justice Center assistant special prosecutors participated in the Albany County District 
Attorney’s Ceremony of Remembrance. The event included victims’ stories of survival and 
awards given by the district attorney to members of the Albany Police Department and a 
victim advocate. District Attorney David Soares acknowledged the Justice Center and its 
work, saying that he was very pleased to have the agency operate in Albany County. 

In Syracuse, a Justice Center assistant special prosecutor also conducted informational 
outreach at the 23rd Annual Crime Victims’ Vigil Ceremony at an event organized by Vera 
House. The event was well attended by a wide range of law enforcement officers including 
those from the Onondaga DA’s Office and the US Attorney of the Northern District of New 
York. 

Justice Center prosecutors from western New York also attended the Coalition for Crime 
Victims of Monroe County Annual Family Day event in Monroe County’s Highland Park and 
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a Take Back the Night event at Niagara University, as part of the agency’s efforts to inform 
victim advocates of the work the Justice Center. 

Justice Center prosecutors additionally represented the office at the Queens County District 
Attorney’s event, “Serving Victims, Building Trust & Restoring Hope all in the Name of 
Love.” A very moving ceremony included accounts from victims and their stories of survival. 

The Justice Center’s Special Prosecutor/Inspector General collaborates with local law 
enforcement agencies and District Attorneys across the State to bring charges against staff 
for crimes related to abuse or neglect of vulnerable New Yorkers.  If an investigation results 
in an arrest, either by Justice Center criminal investigators or by other law enforcement 
agencies, Justice Center prosecutors are empowered to handle all aspects of criminal 
prosecutions from arraignment to trial or plea bargain. Justice Center prosecutors also 
provide assistance as needed to local district attorneys. 
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