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Justice Center Attorney Named “Rising Star” 
by New York Law Journal 

 
NYS Justice Center for the Protection of Special Needs’ (Justice Center) attorney Perry Cerrato 
has been named to the New York Law Journal’s 2016 list of Rising Stars, a roll of young lawyers 
who have made their mark on the New York State legal community.  
 
Cerrato, who joined the Justice Center in 2014, serves as the agency’s Deputy Inspector 
General.  He is one of 42 lawyers chosen as a “Rising Star” by a panel of 24 distinguished 
judges who reviewed more than 300 nominations of attorneys ages 40 and under who have 
established a record of accomplishments and demonstrated their dedication to the profession. 
 
“Perry Cerrato possesses a deep commitment to ensuring justice for vulnerable victims.  The 
work that Perry has done in his career at the Justice Center and before that at the Brooklyn 
District Attorney’s Office has positively impacted the lives of the vulnerable individuals.  As the 
Justice Center’s Deputy Inspector General, Perry has made inroads in helping prevent systemic 
issues that endanger people receiving services from state or provider agencies. In his role as 
supervisor of the Administrative Appeals Bureau, he holds employees accountable for acts of 
abuse and neglect,” said Justice Center Special Prosecutor/Inspector General Patricia E. 
Gunning.  “We are extremely pleased that the Law Journal has recognized Perry for his 
dedication and achievements.  We congratulate him on this well-deserved honor.”  
 
Cerrato began his legal career as a prosecutor in the Crimes Against Children Bureau of the 
Brooklyn District Attorney’s office where he worked for nine years prosecuting physical and 
sexual abuse of children.  As the Justice Center’s Deputy Inspector General, his role includes 
overseeing staff that ensure facilities put appropriate corrective action plans in place following 
instances of abuse or neglect and reviewing the efficacy of those plans. 
 
Cerrato, who recently became a New York State Certified Lean Empire Belt, also serves as 
Director of the Justice Center’s Office of Performance Management and Continuous 
Improvement.  In 2015, he received recognition for his work in implementing Lean Management 
principles as a way to improve the agency’s efficiency, effectiveness and accountability.  
 
Cerrato, a native of East Hanover, New Jersey lives in Delmar, New York.  He earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University and his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law. 
 

mailto:diane.ward@justicecenter.ny.gov


A profile of Cerrato and his fellow “Rising Stars” was featured in a New York Law Journal 
special section on June 7, 2016.  The winners were honored at an event held at the Manhattan 
Penthouse. 
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